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Section A: Personal or Creative Writing

Task 1: Spend 55 minutes on your response. Mark allocation: 88 marks

Up to 58 marks are available for an organised and engaging piece of writing that
matches form and purpose with audience.

Up to 30 marks are available for the use of a range of sentence structures and
accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Complete only one task.

	 EITHER

(a) Personal writing: Write a personal essay for the examiner describing the
best weekend you have had, explaining why it was memorable.

	 OR

(b)	 Creative writing: Write a story for entry in a creative writing competition.
The audience is young adults. The picture below is to be the basis for your
creative writing. You may provide your own title.

Source: © Getty Images
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You are advised to spend:

• 15 minutes thinking and planning your response
• 30 minutes writing your response
• 10 minutes checking your response

Planning space:
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EITHER

(a) Personal writing: Write a personal essay for the examiner describing the
best weekend you have had, explaining why it was memorable.
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OR

(b) Creative writing: Write a story for entry in a creative writing competition.
The audience is young adults. The picture on page 2 is to be the basis for
your creative writing. You may provide your own title.
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Section B: Reading Literary and Non-fiction Texts

Three tasks: 50 minutes. Mark allocation: 62 marks

Reading Literary Texts

Task 2: Spend 26 minutes reading both texts (see insert) and responding to this task. 
Total 32 marks

Texts A and B are extracts from two short stories.

Compare and contrast how the writers have created a sense of threat. Present 
supporting evidence from both texts.
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Reading Non-fiction

Tasks 3 and 4 are based on two extracts from a newspaper article:

“Lord of the Pings!”

Task 3: Spend 12 minutes on this task. Total 15 marks

The text below is the beginning of the article.

Explain how the writer has gained and held the interest of the reader.

“Lord of the pings!”

It all started during that hateful stretch of time – the first lockdown – when negative 
news notifications were at an all-time high. I was swamped with infection information, 
online quiz requests and vomit-inducing viral memes.

I wanted an ‘off switch’ for the world. Instead, I switched off my notifications.
The reasons for turning off notifications are numerous: improved focus and 
concentration, better sleep, and regaining control of your life. 

When pals (who are still at the mercy of pings, rings and push notifications) ask me 
how I did it, I impart some words of wisdom. “Just check your phone for the important 
stuff,” I declare. My friends look horrified! Their brains going into meltdown! “Surely 
everything is important?” they insist.

In this era of 24-hour communication, allowing yourself to become panicked by the 
absence of pings is the equivalent of having a voice whispering in your ear that you 
are missing out.

I have enough self-doubt without my phone adding more, thanks very much.

Source: © Guardian News and Media Ltd. Adapted from 
“Lord of the pings: how I turned off my phone notifications, and got my life back.”  by Georgina Lawton 
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Task 4: Spend 12 minutes on this task. Total 15 marks

The text below is part of the same article.

Explain how the writer has developed her negative view of phone notifications.

I still remember doing an internet search on “how to read a message without people 
knowing”, which involved putting my phone on ‘Flight Mode’ then opening the 
message, to ensure the ticks did not appear. Excuse me, am I a normal functioning 
adult or what?

No more of this staggering hypocrisy! The notifications are off and they’re staying off.

It seems this paranoia is not limited to just me. My sister still has a disproportionate 
sense of duty to respond to all messages immediately. I can see the sweat form on 
her furrowed brow as she nervously mutters, “But they’ve seen that I’ve seen it now.”

Who cares?

I tell her to switch off ‘read receipts’ but she refuses. She simply can’t bring herself to 
untick that button. The temptation of the ticks is too strong. She has truly become a 
slave to her phone.

Can you believe that help is now available for those who suffer with notification 
addiction? Mark my words – fling the ping! 

Source: © Guardian News and Media Ltd. Adapted from 
“Lord of the pings: how I turned off my phone notifications, and got my life back.”  by Georgina Lawton
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